BRINGING PSYCHIC EXPERIENCE BACK INTO THE CHURCH 


SPIRITUAL 


FRONTIERS 
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Paranormal phenomena permeate 
the- very fabric of all religions and 
most , certainly Christianity. The 
Christian faith “abounds in visions, 
spiritual beings, healings, miracles 
of all -kinds, and the culminating 
experience of Christ’s appearance 
after’ his’ death. 

What do the findings of psychical 
research have to say to religious 
man? Can science and religion find 
fertile ground for a mutual under- 
standing in the new age? What can 
be done to reawaken in a declining 
church the mystical experience of 
its beginnings? 
_ Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship 
began as a result of some of these 
questions. Following the pattern 
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established in England by the 
Churches’ Fellowship for Psychical 
and Spiritual Studies in 1954, a group 
of clergy and laity established SFF 
in 1956.in America. . ' 
While the English group was cen- 
tered within the Church of England, 
SFF was to encompass the many 
avenues of Protestanism and Ortho- 
doxy: Its guiding principle was that, 
as there are frontiers to be explored 
in all areas of life and learning, so 
there are also frontiers to man’s un- 
derstanding of God and the ways in 
which man can explore his psychical 
and spiritual nature. The' founders 
sensed a growing interest in the 
mystical and psychical, especially 
in relation to prayer, healing, and 
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life after death. They felt the need 
to, emphasize anew these funda- 
mental goals of man’s religious quest 
—to bring to the churches a rebirth 
of the spiritual life. 

The founders of SFF included the 
Rev. Paul L. Higgins, now pastor of 
Richards Street Methodist Church 
in Joliet, Illinois; Albin Bro, now 
deceased, a missionary. and: educa- 
tor; Arthur ‘Ford, the medium and 
minister whose psychic gifts have 
amazed many; and Alson J. Smith, 
author of Immortality— The Scien- 
tific Evidence. A\l felt that the time 
was right for a new emphasis within 
the church based on renewed aware- 
ness and use of psychic resources 
in the Christian heritage. 


A discussion in New York City led 
to the first meeting in Chicago in 
1956 at which about a hundred min- 
isters and laymen attended. Steady 
growth has extended SFF throughout 
the fifty States to its present mem- 
bership of over 6,000. Its home of- 
fice is Evanston, Illinois. Chicago is 
the scene of the annual conference, 
attended by a thousand people in 
May 1970. 

But what brings these people from 
nearly every state? 

They are seeking something. They 
want to enoble their understanding 
of life’s meaning. They want to cre- 
ate within themselves a sense of 
identity with another reality. They 
are seeking the awe and beauty of 
true religious experience. They 
seek insights, mutual friends with 
common interests, and experiences 
that take them beyond the five 
senses. 

How each member of SFF, how 
each local group expresses this 
search varies tremendously. There 
are no prescribed rules, no central 
tenents, but rather a mutual effort 
to “add fact to faith.” Each group 
experiments in finding the most 
meaningful approach to a ae 
mystical, psychical, and religious 
experience. For some groups, this 
means intelligent discussions of the 


findings of psychical research within 
the framework of religion; for other 
groups, actual experimentation, med- 
itation, and sensitivity techniques 
are employed to strive for a balance 
of spiritual and psychic gifts. 

Whichever approach fits best for 
the individual group, there are still 
universal principles, universal themes 
that concern us. The Christian Faith, 
as Chaplain Howard C. Wilkinson 
of Duke University in his excellent 
chapter in the book, Parapsychol- 
ogy Today, edited by J. B. Rhine, 
points out, “proceeds every day, 
throughout the earth on the assump- 
tion that extrasensory communica- 
tion regularly takes place between 
God and Man.” 

Certainly the theme of communion 
and communication is inherent in 
the scriptures. The religious man 
of today, if he has any interest in 
parapsychology and in the study of 
“revelation” and its methods of con- 
veyance, should give credence to 
“that one step beyond telepathy” 
from earth to “the other side.” This 
is one of many concerns in SFF. 
If one prays, for example, and ex- 
pects an answer, then he must believe 
in communication for there must 
be a telepathic rapport, in the lan- 
guage of parapsychology. But the 
question is not only whether prayer 


Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship, 
founded in 1956 and now with 6,000 
members, holds periodic conferences 
throughout the country. This general 
discussion was part of the Miami 
conference held earlier this year. 


is telepathic, but whether it goes 
beyond those here on earth. Does 
it encounter the consciousness of 
those who have gone on? 

If one accepts the survival hypo- 

. thesis and if consciousness survives, 
why should there not be some link 
in ourselves with those who care 
‘for us and may give us guidance? 
It could be that the theme of divine 
guidance is in part a subtle interac- 
tion between our realm and other 
realms wherein dwells the on-going 
consciousness of the departed. 

The entire theme of the afterlife 
is central to the life of the church. 
Take away the resurrection, take 
away Easter which is central to the 
very choice of Sunday as the Chris- 
tian worship day, and you have 
stripped the church of its very life’s 
blood. Christ presented us with a 
vision of the unseen world from 
which he emerged after death to 
demonstrate a higher revelation of 
the afterlife beyond the simple fact 
of mere immortality. Some say the 
church is on its way down, but that 
is true only when it neglects the 
affirmation of the survival of death 
and the truth that gave it life in the 
beginning. Upon this presentation, 
“new life” begins even here and now 
and merges fulfilled into the life con- 
tinuous. 
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The theme of divine guidance runs 
the gamut- of the scriptures, from the 
angelic beings on. I don’t think that 
just because we die, our tombstones 
should read, “Rest in Peace.” That 
is only for our physical body. But I 
feel that our spiritual self is sustained 
and continues, carrying on interests 
and mental projects begun on earth. 
It may be that new scientific dis- 
coveries, inventions, inspirations of 
literature and music, and every high 
endeavor of man are assisted and in- 
spired by those who have gone to 
other realms. 

In the interests of biological ef- 
ficiency, most of these influences 
seem to be shut out from our con- 
scious minds. But underneath, these 
pushes, these inspirations, these 
strange so-called coincidental pat- 
terns of life are there urging us into 
action. Whether these influences 
are good or bad depends on how we 
develop .our life’s direction. Our 
thinking may help to determine our 
influences and what we think we may 
well become. 

Modern parapsychology has large- 
ly ignored the question of telepathy 
with the departed since it is not as 
convenient to do this statistically. 
The beginnings of psychical re- 
search, however, sprang mostly from 
the survival question. Emphasis was 
placed on seeking out and investi- 
gating mediums both mental and 
physical. Many of the leading mem- 
bers of the old Ghost Society found- 
ed in 1851 in England were clergy- 
men seeking the same answers as the 
Spiritual Frontiers. Four of the 
founders of England’s Society of 
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Psychical Research were the sons of 
clergymen—F. W. H. Myers, Henry 
Sidgwick, Edmund Gurney, and Sir 
William Barrett. 

Clergy have been president even 
of the American Society for Psychi- 
cal Research, including the outstand- 
ing Walter Franklin Prince who was 
also president of the British SPR. 
The man who recorded more than 
five hundred sittings with the famous 
Gladys Osborne Leonard and the 
most prolific contributor of the 
British SPR’s many volumes was a 
Methodist clergyman named Charles 
Drayton Thomas. At one time the 
Boston SPR had five clergymen on 
its council and was. founded by 
clergymen. 

Perhaps modern parapsychology 
should make more of an effort to 
search out the mystical and psychic 
experiences of ordinary people. This 
was how psychical research began. 
Perhaps, too, modern parapsychol- 
ogy has strayed too far from its cen- 
tral questions, even as the church has 
strayed from a continuing emphasis 
on the teaching of “the inner life.” 

The church has also neglected to 
take from the scientific studies of 
parapsychology findings that are 
meaningful for the very mysteries 


‘that are presented to lift people up 


and give them a sense of awe. The 
results of parapsychology do not 
take away from faith—they enoble 
faith, and put it in the context of 
the age in which we are living. 

SFF feels that parapsychological 
research will pose some problems 
for the church. It will cause man to 
question his concepts of time, as en- 


An SFF group attempting to, develop 
individual awareness, both psychically 
and spiritually. How each local group 
expresses this search varies greatly, 
since there are no prescribed rules 
—only mutual effort to add “fact to 
faith.” 


dangered by precognition, his con- 
cepts of space, as threatened by 
clairvoyance, his concepts of life 
and life after death, and the various 
ways we may emerge from death to 
life, and most importantly, man’s 
concept that only he influences him- 
self. Man must come to terms with 
the possibility of influence from 
other realms. 

When Gardner Murphy, president 
of the ASPR, lectured in my church 
on the question, “Does Psychical 
Research Have Meaning for Reli- 
gion?” he concluded, “yes, if your 
religion is big enough.” As he put it: 
(Spiritual Frontiers, Vol. 1, No. 1, 
1969) 

“I do think that the experimental 
evidence is now quite solid as to the 
reality of telepathy, clairvoyance,. 
precognition under well-controlled 
experimental conditions. This is a 
narrow area of bright light; beyond 
it, there is a penumbra of less clarity 
and beyond that, way off in the open 
cosmos, it will take the lives of our 
descendants for many centuries to 
find the ultimate relations of eli- 
gion to paranormal phenomena. 
That there is a relation, and that 
there are exciting glimpses of deeper 
meaning toward greater religious 
depths, including the cause of a 
sense of identification with the ulti- 
mate meaning of the universe—all 
this I believe to be a serious chal- 
lenge to both religious and scientific 
adherents of investigation.” 

Other parapsychologists have lec- 
tured to Spiritual Frontiers about 
the implications of their work for 
religion. For instance, Dr. Stanley 
Krippner, director of the Maimon- 
ides Dream Laboratory, where para- 
normal dreaming has been scientifi- 
cally established, pointed out the 
significance of the dream mechanism 


„as a form of revelation in the Bible. 


Recall that the Wise Men were told 
in a dream to go home another way 
to avoid Herod, who was going to 
kill the Christ child. Pilate’s wife 
was warned in a dream to tell her 
husband to have nothing to do with 


Jesus. Joseph dreamed that he should 
take the child Jesus to Egypt. The 
dream world was a source of “revela- 
ons” and in the Old Testament 
accounts of “interpreters” of dreams 
are also present. It seems long ago, 
yet parapsychologists are now look- 
img into similar phenomena as re- 
ported in the scriptures. 

Dr. Marcus Bach, a prominent 
writer on comparative religions and 
now Director of Special Projects 
for SFF, recalls that in framing the 
SFF constitution, the founders 
“struggled to state its basic purpose 
so as not to frighten anyone away.” 

Bach stated (Good Business, April, 
1963): 

“Mindful of the mystical and psy- 
chical experiences reported in the 
Bible, especially in the New Testa- 
ment, and aware of the significant 
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Desire to find the most meaningful approach to integrating mystical, psychical, 
and religious experience for some SFF members means intelligent discussion 
of findings of psychical research within the framework of religion; for others, 
actual experimentation, meditation, and techniques. to strive for a balance of 


role such phenomena have played 
in Christian tradition; mindful, too, 
of the expanding universe in which 


we live and the constantly increasing 
areas of perception with which we 
are confronted, this Fellowship is 
dedicated to exploration of these 
areas in relationship to the broad 
scope of modern man’s spiritual 
adventure... 

“Clearly SFF was born out of a 
need and has grown substantially 
because the temper of our times is 
cast in two worlds . . . outer space 
and inner man... 

“SFF knows as does every sincere 
religious movement, that unless 
man’s exploration and achievement 
in science are matched by an equally 
effective exploration and achieve- 
ment in man’s spiritual life, our cul- 
ture will be in an imbalance.” 

Hardly anyone doubts that our 
culture is strained by the imbalance 
of the materialistic over the spiritual. 
But now Spiritual Frontiers seeks to 
bring into balance the scale of 
science and religion. 

One common misunderstanding 
about Spiritual Frontiers is that it 
attempts to create hosts of little 
Arthur Fords. This is very far from 
the truth. SFF is not interested in 


spiritual and psychical gifts. 


creating a population of “psychics,” 
but increasing within the individual 
an inner sense of awareness which 
leads to. personal development. It 
is then that the ESP factor is posi- 
tioned in a natural category of life’s 
everyday expression. The Fellowship 
is interested in spiritual growth—not 


mere efforts toward a program of 


producing psychic phenomena. The 
founders were well aware of the pit- 


falls of “signs and wonders.” 


When a person becomes familiar 
with the whole range of psychic pos- 
sibilities, he realizes that a mystical 
experience is not the same as a psy- 
chic experience. A mystical experi- 
ence has to do with a sense of one- 
ness with God, a sense of identity 
or union with God. A psychic ex- 
perience, however, may be weird or 
frightening. It doesn’t necessarily 
give a person the feeling of the pres- 
ence of God at all. It might scare 
someone out of his wits. It can also 
take on the elements of dark forces 
or be a stimulus to furthering neuro- 
sis, tensions, and nervous break- 


downs. 

Someone who seeks mere psychic 
experience under the guise of spirit- 
uality may be making a grave mis- 
take, since psychic experience does 
not necessarily make one spiritual. 
It is important to aim first for a sense 
of balance, a sense of religious iden- 
tity, a sense of understanding of an- 
other reality, and a sense of personal 
identity with God, however a person 
can learn to understand that word. 
This is a foundation—a stepping 
stone toward higher reality. 

As one begins his spiritual develop- 
ment, he often finds that a natural 
sensitivity begins to emerge. He 
feels more attuned to people and is 
more aware of them; a development 
of his own ESP enables him to help 
others by seeing into their problems. 
For most of us it is foolish to wish fox 
the dramatic— tipping tables, going - 
into trance, and working the ouija 
board. Even for such unsuspecting 
dablings one must be prepared. As 
the noted medium Eileen Garrett 
once told me: “It is not so much 
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in having a gift or wishing for one, 
it is in handling it. After all, if I had 
to, I could do my sittings in the mid- 
dle of Times Square.” 

Mrs. Garrett points out that psy- 
chic gifts are no respector of per- 
sons; many psychics are not religious, 
and freely admit it. But if their lives 
are tempered by other gifts—love 
and mercy and understanding—I 
believe they are better psychics. 
And that may be because they are 
less tempted to Self. 

There is still a segment of the 
church that is very anti-psychic. 
It does not want to encourage “psy- 
chism.” And yet other detractors 
have termed SFF as mere spiritualism 


in new dress. They neglect to see 


that it is not “psychicism” we are 
offering, but a new look at the very 
fundamentals of the religious experi- 
ence and an attempt to unite religion 
termed “factless faith” and science 
termed “faithless fact.” The light of 
merging shines brighter than ever 
in our time. 

The facts that come from para- 
psychology offer new learning and 
the promise of more to come. The 
faith of our Fathers offers a con- 
tinued cry that “all things come 
from God” and to Him we give 
thanks for the progress of knowledge 
revealed and discovered. The broad 
spectrum of psychic events empha- 
sizes the non-physical factor in man 
as pointing the way to an evolution 
of spiritual advancement of our 
culture. 

In carrying out its goals of spirit- 
ual advancement, Spiritual Frontiers 
has drawn on a wealth of researchers 
in the field and noted psychics, from 
W., G. Roll, Dr. Robert Laidlaw, and 
Dr. Walter Pahnke to Jeane Dixon, 
Ambrose and Olga Worrall, Mar- 
gueritte Harmon Bro, and Hugh Lynn 
Cayce. Lecturers at the recent con- 
ference in Chicago included Diane 
Pike, Dr. George G. Ritchie, Harold 
Sherman, Martin Ebon, Arthur Ford, 


Allen Spraggett, Dr. Walter H. Clark, ` 


and Dr. Marcus Bach. 
SFF has the world’s largest lend- 


ing library in the psychical field. 
It has a fine journal, Spiritual Fron- 
tiers, edited by Martin Ebon, where 
science and religion find a common 
meeting ground. There is a research 
committee and a monthly newsletter 
sent to all members informing them 
of activities across the country. 
Membership dues are $10 per year. 

There are presently 50 area chair- 
men throughout the country who 
carry on SFF’s principles, purpose, 
and program. In addition to stressing 
mystical prayer, spiritual healing, 
and personal immortality in the light 
of modern psychical research, SFF 
attempts to “open the eyes of a 
materialistic and skeptical genera- 
tion, which has lost its moorings to 
man’s intrinsic spiritual nature and to 
the needs which can only find satis- 
faction in a fellowship which is dy- 
namic and pioneering.” 

There have been four presidents 
of SFF, The Rev. Paul L. Higgins, 
The Rey. George H. Wright, myself,. 
and presently The Rev. Ross K. 
Sweeny. The Executive Council 
presently consists of twenty-four 
members, and the Executive Director 
is Mr. Robert D. Ericsson. 

SFF is now widening its scope to 
include understanding and insights 
from other religions for we still have 
much to learn—and doubtless will 
grow among other faiths. A central 
element, however, looks back to the 
affirmation of founder Paul Higgins: 

“We know in whom we believe, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

“We know that we live. after death. 
We know that the communion of 
saints is a reality, for many of us have 
been in direct contact with the spirits 
of the departed. We know that Christ 
retains His power to heal, for we have 
seen the mentally, spiritually and 
physically sick made whole in His 
name. We know that prayer is the 
greatest power of all and that we can 
be linked effectively through prayer 
with God and all the company of 
heaven. 

“We want Spiritual Frontiers Fel- 
lowship to spread this good news, 


as we work within the Church we 
love. We pray for God’s blessing, 
that our work might abound, know- 
ing that ‘labor is not in vain in the 
Lord’. (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

In the years since Paul Higgins 
framed those. words, a new genera- 
tion of youth has come into: being— 
seemingly a generation of turmoil 
and rebellion. But beneath that 


Present president of the Spiritual 


Frontiers Fellowship, Rev. Ross K. 


Sweeny. 


rebellion there are the radiations of 
a spirituality which may be the 
nucleus of what we are heading 
toward someday. One wonders, with 
the Catholic writer Teilhard de 
Chardin, if there isn’t coming slowly 
into being a.new world in Christ 
right in front of us, a bit clouded 
but visible. Perhaps ‘we are blind to 
this undercurrent of spirituality 
that is moving toward a greater 
consciousness. 

I wonder if we are not moving 
down “the corridors of time” toward 
an age of inner enlightenment. Does 
the great influx of interest in psychic 
matters in this generation indicate 
the psychic pattern of history from 
which we shall emerge? 

Some call it the fulfilled Age of 
Aquarius, some the new age, the age 


when mystery will have meaning and 
God will be real to those: who seek 
Him. An age of peace first discovered 
within and then projected to the 
world without. I wonder. 

I am reminded of a song by the 
folk-singer Sebastian Temple, who 
set Teilhard’s thoughts to music. 
Will his song be prophetic? 

Down the corridors of time evolves 
the greatest plan 
The building blocks of life culminate 

im every man 
Who directs evolution by the motion 

of his will 


And so creates the destiny that he 


has to fulfill. 

Down the corridors of time wherever 
one may look, 

The truth is written in the heart as 
though within a book 

Through man the Macrocosm micro- 
cosmically expressed, 

A life of love, a life of truth, a life 
forever blessed... 
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The Rev. William V. Rauscher 
is Rector of Christ Episcopal 
Church, Woodbury, New Jersey. He 
was formerly Rector of Saint 
Stephen's Episcopal Church, 
Florence, New Jersey, 1957-1960, 
and. is a past president of 
Woodbury Clergy Association. 
Along with his parish 
responsibilities, he has 
counseled those in need of 
religious direction for their 
psychic interest and their 
psychic problems. 


Father Rauscher was president 
of Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship 


from 1964 to 1968, and is at present ` 


a member of its Executive Council 
as well as chairman of its 
publications committee. 

He has known and worked with 
the medium Arthur Ford for 14 
years and atiended Eileen 
Garrett's conference on Survival 
in 1966 in the South of France. 

His interest in psychical 
research has brought him mention 
in Ruth Montgomery's book, 
Search for Truth; Arthur Ford’s, 
Nothing So Strange, (P. B.); 

Paul Higgin’s Encountering the 
Unseen; and Bishop James Pike’, 
The Other Side. 

Father Rauscher is a graduate 
of the Divinity School, Episcopal 
Seminary, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He is a member of 
the Society for the Scientific Study 
of Religion, the American and 
British Societies for Psychical 
Research, and the Churches’ 
Fellowship for Psychical and 
Spiritual Studies in England. 

Father Rauscher has an 
outstanding library of some 
three thousand volumes on 
psychical research, religion, 
and allied fields. Í 


Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship, 
Inc., is a national organization, 
non-denominational, founded in 
Chicago on March 5, 1956, by 
laymen and clergymen active in 
the major Christian denomina- 
tions of the United States. The 
Fellowship was chartered under 
the laws of the State of Illinois 
religious, non-profit 
corporation. 

_The National Headquarters of, 
SFF are located at 800- Custer 
Avenue; Suite 1, Evanston, 
Illinois 60202. Annual dues of 
$10.00 include subscription to 
a quarterly publication, Spiritual 
Frontiers Journal, and a month- 
ly newsletter. 
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“Death is another 
heqinning...” 
ginning... 

| BY JANE ROBERTS 


Through the mouth of Jane Roberts, 
Seth’s distinctive voice has dictat- 
ed over 5,000 thought-provoking 
pages on the mechanics of person- 
ality and the universe beyond our 
five senses. 


“The material covers a broad range 
of ideas ... intriguing and original 
... some of the best of its type | 
have ever read.”—From the Intro- 
duction by RAYMOND VAN OVER 
Illus. with drawings and photo- 
graphs $7.95 


At your bookseller or by mail: 


PRENTICE-HALL 
[Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 07632 


Publishers of 
Psychic Discoveries 
Behind the fron Curtain 
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